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Just imagine where we'd be if the Apple that fell on Sir Isaac Newton's head had been an 
iPad 2. Instead of merely discovering gravity, he would have gone on to invent the App 
Store and the Internet. A few months ago I was astonished to have an iPad 2 fall into my 
life as a surprise birthday gift from my Chicago son's family, and I've been discovering 
good stuff ever since. My first challenge was to resist addiction to games such as Angry 
Birds, Scramble and Solitaire. 
 
Gradually I've come to spend more time with my iPad than with my PCs. It's far 
from a complete replacement, but this tablet sure is a comfortable convenience. It's a 
huge improvement over my beloved iPod Touch, which remains my choice for music 
while walking. The first thing I do each morning is to move my iPad from its charger 
to the sofa so that it's available as an adjunct to the Arizona Daily Star, using my WiFi 
connection and the Safari browser. 
 
My most-used Apps are the NYTimes, Huff-Post, Weather Channel, What'sOn for the 
TV schedule, Flixster for what's playing at Desert Sky, CCGV of course, Merriam-
Webster dictionary which understands my voice, and HiCalc calculator. I also view my 
favorite comic strips, political cartoons and check my email, which remains on the server 
for later viewing on my PC. 
 
There's a neat App called HSW HD, for How Stuff Works, which is like that proverbial 
box of chocolates where you never know what you're gonna get. It's fun to browse 
HSW with finger swipes, and I spotted an essay by Jonathan Strickland titled "How 
will computers evolve over the next 100 years?" You can also find this on the Web at  
http://www.howstuffworks.com/computerevolution-htm.  
 
Another box of candy is Science360, an inexhaustible collection of pictorial goodies from 
the National Science Foundation. And when my 2003 Buick has aged a couple more 
years, I'll surely use CarZen to browse auto models with complete price and specs 
information.   
 
ShowOfHands lets me see user opinions on numerous personal and political questions, 
displayed in pie charts for all states and for the nation as a whole.  
 
So far I haven't read a book on my tablet, but I could. I've streamed movies from Netflix, 
looked at my photo collection and played my iTunes music. Really, there's no going 
back. My iPad, my recliner chair and I are at one with each other! 
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